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1. Purpose:
1.1. The purpose of this policy is to establish consistent guidelines for the Guest Rider Program of the Shoreline Fire Department (SFD). This program allows approved individuals to observe department operations safely and professionally, while maintaining operational readiness, firefighter safety, and compliance with all applicable federal, state, and department requirements, including:
· WAC 296-305 – Safety Standards for Firefighters
· WAC 296-800 – Safety and Health Core Rules
· WAC 296-823 – Personal Protective Equipment
· OSHA 29 CFR 1910 – General Industry Standards, including hazard exposure, workplace safety, and emergency operations
· OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 – Hazardous Waste Operations & Emergency Response (awareness-level public exposure restrictions)
These standards require the department to ensure that non-employees (ride-along participants) are not exposed to hazardous environments or unsafe conditions.
2. Scope:
2.1. This policy applies to all department personnel, civilian riders, students, and external participants requesting to ride on SFD apparatus or support vehicles 
3. Policy:
3.1. [bookmark: _Hlk216080188]The Shoreline Fire Department recognizes the value of community engagement, education, and career development through controlled ride-along opportunities. Participation is a privilege and may be revoked at any time by the Fire Chief or designee.
3.2    All guest riders must be scheduled and approved through a Division Chief and coordinated through the Shift Battalion Chief.
4. Eligibility
4.1. Eligible guest riders include:
· Students or interns in Fire or EMS programs
· Members of partner agencies (law enforcement, EMS, dispatch)
· City officials and dignitaries
· Approved media 
Riders must be 18 years or older, unless part of an approved youth program.

5. Scheduling and Approval Process:
5.1. Contact the Operations Division:
· All prospective guest riders must make their request via riders@shorelinefire.com to request participation. 
· A Division Chief or designee will coordinate with the Battalion Chief and Company Officer to schedule the ride.
6. Permission Packet:
6.1. Riders must receive and return the completed Guest Rider Permission Packet, which includes:
· Release of Liability
· Rider Request Form
· Medical & Emergency Contact Form
· Rules of Conduct & Safety Expectations (in compliance with WAC 296-305 and OSHA 1910 requirements)
7. Final Approval:
7.1. The Operations Division verifies documentation.
7.2. The on-duty Battalion Chief provides final approval.
8. Check-In:
8.1. Guest riders check-in with the Company Officer and receive a safety briefing consistent with WAC 296-800 and WAC 296-305 requirements.
9. Conduct and Safety:
9.1. To ensure compliance with WAC 296-305 and OSHA 1910 provisions:
· Riders are observers only and shall not engage in any operational activity or with patients.
· Riders shall not enter IDLH, hazardous materials, technical rescue, or hot-zone environments.
· Riders must remain in safe, designated areas during incidents.
· Riders must follow all instructions from the Company Officer.
· The Company Officer may terminate the ride at any time for safety concerns.
Use of cameras, recording devices, or social media is strictly prohibited without written authorization.
10. Restrictions:
10.1. No guest riders during large-scale incidents, high-risk events, or training unless approved by the Deputy Chief of Operations.
10.2. Guest riders are limited to one shift (0800 to noon) unless an extension is authorized.
10.3. Riders may not participate while impaired by alcohol, drugs, or medication affecting judgment or motor skills.
11. [bookmark: _Hlk216081304]Documentation:
11.1. Completed forms are retained by the Operations Division for one year.
11.2. Any incident involving injury or misconduct by riders must be documented immediately.
12. Authority:
12.1. The Fire Chief maintains authority over the program. Battalion Chiefs and Company Officers ensure compliance with this policy and all referenced WAC/OSHA safety requirements.
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